Some of the strategies and research that will assist in your visits to European ports by cruise ship are different from those needed to facilitate a land vacation.


Choosing your itinerary
a) read the fine print re where your ship will actually dock
e.g. - don’t assume that, because the itinerary lists Florence, Rome, Paris, London etc. as ports, you will be docking there - all of these are many miles from the ports where ships usually dock and require a shorex, private tour, car rental or bus/train to reach them
- cruise lines attract passengers by promoting these cities and often people only realize once they have booked that it will cost them mega$$ more to actually get there from the port


b) notice the time limitations of how long you are scheduled to be in port, and be aware that you your time ashore will be reduced by

1) having to tender ashore (check itinerary to see if any stops are tender ports), especially from a huge ship with a few thousand passengers and shorexes being given disembarkation priority over ‘independents’
- if you’re arranging to be picked up for a private tour, or planning to catch a particular train/bus, you have to allow extra time for these delays

2) disembarkation usually doesn't even begin until about a half hour after arrival

3) distance from dock to city/town

4) all aboard is a half hour before departure


Planning your time ashore

Find out where your ship will dock in the port 
- you need to know this to figure out whether you need to take a shorex, private tour, taxi or train/bus to get where you want to go, or if you can walk
- whether the distance to the city/town centre from the ship's dock or tender pier is walkable is very subjective, depending on your level of fitness (i.e. endurance and walking speed), priority placed on walking (for exercise) and whether you are trying to see as much as possible in one day because it's a "trip of a lifetime" vs our approach which is "we'll be back".

** when asking anyone whether a destination is close enough to walk, always get the information in a measure of distance not time - what is “too far to walk’ for one person may be quite enjoyable to another

Several ways to find out where the ship will dock are:
1) Google "Port of ____" -> often the website will include a map showing the location of the cruise terminal.

2) Google the Tourist Office website for the port - many are visited by so many cruise ships that they actually have a section devoted to providing info for passengers

3) Use Cruise Critic Message Boards
a) Use the “Search this forum” tool at the top left of the list of threads on the message board for your cruise line, your roll call, or the appropriate board under Ports of Call
(Please, please do this before asking - if you read the boards regularly, you’ll see the same questions asked and answered repeatedly)
- do a search of each port by name (making sure you spell it correctly). 

b) If necessary, post a SPECIFIC question in any or all of the locations above
stating the name of your ship/cruise line and the port
e.g. “where does Grand Princess dock in Marseilles”
- the name of the ship is necessary because many of the large ports have several locations where ships dock and this can vary depending on the size of the ship, how regularly the ship visits the port, which other ships are also in port etc.
- post the question for each port separately with the name of the port in the title. I'm suggesting this because, using myself as an example - I've cruised to most European ports and to some many, many times, but have never cruised on some cruise lines. When I see the name of a port in the title of a thread (especially those I like or know are a little more difficult to navigate or find info on), I'm more likely to read the thread and post a reply than if I see a thread titled something like “Help please”. Furthermore, people who have cruised to the port you're trying to get info about may have been on a different ship, but can often tell you that they were docked right next to yours, or that they saw yours at another pier etc.

c) Beware of authoritative responses
Some posters, who mean well, respond with great authority and great inaccuracy based on out of date information, or having only been to a port once and assuming all ships dock where they did, or tender because they did.
In some ports, large ships dock at commercial piers a distance from the city centre, not convenient to catch public transit, whereas smaller ships may dock right in the downtown area. Thus someone planning how to reach particular attractions may be told by a poster that they are harder to access than is the case, or, conversely, not realize how remote the location of their ship’s pier is.
In some cities or towns there is only one location where cruise ships dock, but in others, the location can vary because the number of ships in port or depending on whether the ship is embarking/disembarking there or just making a mid-itinerary port stop etc.
From cruise to cruise on the same itinerary, a ship may dock at a different location, or may tender to a port where it could dock if all the piers are occupied.
Sometimes the docking location is changed at the last minute - it's controlled by the port, not the ship.


Deciding whether to take Shorexes/Private Tours or DIY

Link to an excellent thread about not being afraid to sightsee in ports on your own http://boards.cruisecritic.com/showthread.php?t=304552

Link to thread on how/where to find helpful websites
http://boards.cruisecritic.com/showthread.php?t=236869

Also use the ‘Search this Forum’ tool on the appropriate Europe Message Board (Med, Baltic, Western) by typing in FAQ +(name of port) and/or DIY +(name of port).
Almost everything you could ever want to know has been posted on Cruise Critic if you just look for it

Some considerations:
1) the length of the shorex as described by the ship is not the amount of time you actually get to see things - the longer the scheduled trip, the more bathroom stops and, of course, the larger the vehicle you're travelling in , the more people there are to use the facilities Be prepared to spend part of your tour time lined up to get into the toilets and/or hanging around in areas that aren't very interesting (e.g.. highway rest stops) waiting for others to do so

2) don't reject a tour that interests you because of one stop that doesn't - instead, do your research and find out what else is close by that you could see while the tour group is (e.g.) in the church or museum that doesn't "grab" you - or use the time to have a relaxing drink and people watch

3) similarly, just because lunch is included in a tour doesn't mean you have to stay with the crowd and eat it - if you are on an all day tour, and/or are not a "lunch" person, you may prefer to just grab a snack and use the extra time to sightsee or shop on your own

** in the case of 2) and 3), just make sure you tell your guide your plans and confirm when and where you need to re-connect with the tour to continue on it and/or return to the ship

4) walk and use public transit - the former is excellent exercise after cruiseship meals and distances in many European towns and city centres are very short compared to those we're used to in suburban North America. When using either of these methods, you get to see and experience more of the "real" place from which you are insulated on regimented shorexes and when using private guides

5) we have always found local people to be friendly and helpful as long as we treat them with respect, are polite (learn to say at least please and thank you in the local language - AND USE THEM in every conversation), and have local currency. Even if the people don't speak English, they want to understand what you are trying to say and will pantomime directions, write down prices etc.

Bottom line, don't limit yourself to shorexes only because you are afraid to try things on your own - remember - the difference between an ordeal and an adventure is your attitude toward it!


Don't worry about looking like a North American tourist:

a) Europeans can usually easily identify non-locals and you will soon be able to play "spot the tourist and guess their country of origin" (people from the UK stand out in continental Europe too - but their trademarks are different from those of North Americans)

b) there's no point being concerned that wearing shorts will give you away - so will a baseball cap, running shoes (or whatever you are used to calling them), Hawaiian shirts, track suits, matching his/hers outfits, souvenir t-shirts, carrying a map and/or camera, and likely all sorts of other differences in clothing, mannerisms, "beer bellies", voices and of course, language - the same kinds of signs thing that would make a European stand out where you live
So don't worry about the shorts revealing you are not a European unless you plan to eliminate all the other indications!

c) Med countries (especially cities) are incredibly hot in the summer - wearing shorts is smarter than wearing dark coloured, long pants in an effort to "fit in"

d) do be prepared to conform to the cultural code in Islamic countries and (temporarily - e.g.. zip off pants) to the dress code required when entering religious institutions in continental Europe

e) what's important is to take steps to avoid looking like a wealthy, stupid or rude tourist (nationality is irrelevant) - that's what is more likely to get you into trouble, attract pickpockets etc. - just as it might in North American cities.

1. I enjoy monitoring this board and reading everyone's advice. A few years ago I used to contribute lots of help here for those who wanted advice on how to do any of the European ports on their own (we have been to most of these places multiple times). I stopped most of my help because I got tired of being flamed by others who insisted that the only way to do anything is on an organized tour (this is true for some folks). However, given the very high price of tours (the low value dollar does not help) I am surprised to see almost everyone resigned to tours. Western Europe is pretty easy to navigate on your own although it helps to do some homework. The advantage of being on your own is you avoid the "cattle like" mentality of some tours, get to do what you want when you want with who you want, and usually you will save money. In fact, on a 12 day Med cruise you can easily save over $1000 (or more) by doing things independent of tours. The down side of independent travel is that you do need to do your pre-trip homework,, but to some of us that is part of the fun. My main problem with most tours is that they try to crowd too much "touring" into a short period of time without giving you a chance to see the real Europe. A lot of the joy of visiting some cities (Rome, Paris, etc) is spending time at an outdoor cafe enjoying local cuisine, wine and people watching (this is how many Europeans enjoy themselves). Personally, when in Rome I would quickly give-up seeing some site in order to have time for lunch or a snack at one of the cafes in the Piazza Navona. But, I guess this is where the "different strokes for different folks" saying reigns surpreme.

2. When it comes to the "missing the ship syndrome" I do hear you! We have been on over a dozen European cruises (I will not boast with the real number) and done probably a hundred port days on our own without ever missing a ship. We have come close on two ocassions., but that is another story. We recently snokeled on the Great Barrier Reef and some friends of ours ask weren't we worried about the sharks! We have also hiked in Zion National Park along some narrow cliffs. There is risk to everything and missing a ship, although not pleasent, would not be the end of the world. In fact, we actually have cut it close getting to ships when we know we could easily catch-up the next day (Livorno to Monte Carlo is a good example). When you do go far away from the ship on your own (we have often gone over 100 miles), you should always go the furthest place first and use some common sense on getting back to the area of the ship in plenty of time. For example, if you are in Livorno and decide to do Florence and Pisa on your own, go to Florence first and than stop in Pisa on the way back (only 20 min from the ship). On the other hand, if you are one of those that worries about everything, than by all means take the tour. For me, life is too much fun and too darn short to waste time worrying about all the "what ifs?" Geez, its kind of like the folks that line-up a half hour before their first sitting cause they are worried they will run out of food or someone will take their seats (smile).

3. I've also been on these boards for years and have seen the "tour vs independent travel" points of view. I don't doubt your word, but I've never seen or can't imagine anyone being flamed because they feel travelling independently is better. 

DH and I are simply not "tour folks", we've been all around the world on our own and are quite comfortable doing so, but the truth is, some people want an organized tour.. They don't want to spend months planning and looking, (often that's why they take a cruise!) they don't want to worry about getting back to the ship ontime, they're nervous about not speaking a foreign language, terrified of going into a restauarant and being intimidated by the menu and afraid of getting on a bus or into a taxi in an unknown city. That's the part of travel we love.....but hey, that's what makes horse races!

When possible, I try to encourage some people to take a step toward independant travel in really "easy" cities like Cadiz, Spain or Copenhagen. But then other places, where train travel to the city is involved, or a city is known for tourist rip-offs, I ease off, knowing that some people will be nervous and uncomfortable.

I'm not flaming you or referring to your posts, but I think that sometimes, the flaming can start when people have kind of an "attitude" about those who really need to take a tour. It can come off as a "hipper than thou" and people who want a tour end up being put down for their choices. Again, I'm not saying that YOU have ever done this, but I've seen it happen.

4. Hlitner - I agree with you. We are of the "do your homework" and do it yourself. We aren't necessary doing it to "save money" but I can not imagine being "herded" into a bus and following a tour guide around. Its not for me. I think most people get a guide or go on a tour because they are afraid.

As one person pointed out missing the ship could be a problem. We are careful in areas where there is a sea day the next day, or it would be a real problem to catch up, such as leaving Russia, we had extra time in our plans. But in Europe most of the next ports are just a overnight train ride away. We always take our passports with us, and money just in case.

5. Lol KC (not laughing at you but with you). Hard to know where to start other than to say that part of the fun and excitement of travel is discovering how to overcome problems. Money changing is no longer an issue if you have an ATM card (ATMs are everywhere and all have an option for English). ATMs usually offer the best rates and we generally get all of our currency after we arrive. You should have tried this before the Euro.. I used to carry several different wallets so I could keep different currency in different wallets. As to the language barrier, I think you would find a bigger language barrier in Miami (if you don't speak Spanish) than in more of Western Europe. As to being robbed, in the states they shoot you and take your money. In Europe they try to pick your pocket or purse (this is mostly gypsies). You certainly need to take precautions to guard your purse/wallet just like you would in our country. As to your itiinerary, I always recommend a first time visitor to Rome take an organized full day tour that includes the Vatican (you see, even I can like tours). From Naples to Capri you can simply walk over to the hydrofoil pier (its next to the cruise port), buy your ticket, and take the hydrofoil. The tours use these same hydrofoils but they charge more than the ticket. Capri is easy to do on your own as long as your have legs and feet that work. You are seeing the right things in Athens ( I would do them on my own) and my only problem with a tour would be I hate lunches with tour groups and you certainly do not need a guide to walk through the Plaka (a smallish shopping district). Athens is also easy by public transportation. The Plaka is close (easy walking distance or bus) to the Acropolis (which is easy to reach by subway)  Again, just buy yourself a good travel guide and follow its directions. Most people in Athens (anywhere in Western Europe for that matter) speak at least some English and are very friendly about helping tourists. 

We had copied off the same directions about the train from Piraeus to Athens Acropolis. Only thing I would add is it is a farther walk from the ship to the Metro than we imagined--not horrible, but we kept thinking we had passed the station; squares weren't very clearly marked. We kept stopping people on the street and asking. They were all very polite and kept telling us to keep on going. You actually keep on curving around the harbor until you run out of street and then turn right. The train station is a big yellow building about two blocks on the right. Athens: many ships will provide a shuttle into the city from the port. If not, it's a 15 minute walk or short taxi ride to the subway. This will take you right into town. The plaka, as I remember, is basically at the foot of the Acropolis, no problem there.

KCSungirl, I have the following in my notes for getting to the Acropolis from the port in Piraeus. I got this from one of the other posters here:
The train from the port into Athens runs about every 3 minutes and once again is amazingly easy to take. When you get off the ship go left and just follow the sidewalk along the port. When you reach the “Plateia Karaiskaki” plaza there is a big fork in the road. At this point turn to the right (you’ll be walking away from the port). Now keep your eyes open and about 1 city block up on the right is the Metro station. Most big cities have the Metro marked with large letters or just a big red “M”, but unfortunately that is not the case here. So keep your eyes open or you could walk right past it. The walk is about 1.5 miles (30 minutes). 

Take the Line 1 Metro. Go to the ticket counter and ask for a round trip ticket. You will get two tickets (one for each direction) at a cost of Euro 0.70 cents a piece. Stamp one of your tickets in the yellow time stamp machine before getting on the train. (Do not stamp the second ticket until you are ready to come back. Once stamped the ticket is only good for about 90 minutes.) When the Metro leaves Pireaus there will be 5 stops before it comes to the “Theseum” stop. Exit here for the Acropolis.

My understanding is that the Plaka is walking distance from the Acropolis. I think there's also a tram that goes by the Acropolis to the Plaka area. Reverse for the directions for going back to Piraeus.
Santorini is one of our favorite places but I would not recommend the beach for a first time visitor. The beaches here are really not that special (our beaches in the US are better). You need no tour to enjoy the main town of Thira (Fira) which is where you can have lunch at anyone of dozens of charming cafes (they all have English menus). Just about everyone in Santorini speaks some English so there is no language problem. If you have an interest in ruins, Akritori is more interesting than a beach. Its also fun and cheap to simply take the local bus over to the other town of Oia. When you arrive at Santorini (they tender) you can get up to the city on the funicular or by taking the mules (this is fun). You need no tour to do any of this stuff and its pretty easy to do on your own with the help of reading a guide book or the internet. Rhodes is a good port with Rhodes Town (they have an old and a new town) within walking distance of the ship. Lindros is somewhat interesting (it is really ruined ruins) and if you want to avoid taking a tour any taxi will happily take you to Lindros from Rhodes Town. Again, language will be no problem. Rhodes is one of the major tourist (beach) destinations for the British so almost everyone speaks some English. By the way, I think Rhodes has some of the best sandy beaches in Europe. Corfu is a pretty nice island, but you will not have time to really see this gateway to the Ionian Islands. The main town where you dock is best explored on foot (they have lots of shops and restaurants). This island is a major yachting place and you will have no language problems.

We had a great tour to Ephesus with Sisan Tours <www.sisantours.com> a couple of weeks ago: our guide spoke excellent English, and I recommend them highly. We paid less than half of what the ship's excursion would cost, yet went everywhere they did, but with individual attention and service. It was easy to use US dollars or euros in Turkey.

 Venice is a place to explore on your own by simply walking or using the inexpensive water buses called Vaporettos. Venice is a true tourist trap that is totally wonderful. Walking here is a riot and it takes a good map to not get totally confused (this is real fun). If you want to take a Gondola its easy to hire one on your own rather than take a tour where you will have 4 or 6 crammed into your gondola. Pick up a bottle of wine and take it on the Gondola to sip while you ride. As to dinner, we have never had a lot of luck finding decent reasonably priced restaurants in Venice but its still fun. We once found a pretty fair Italian seafood place not far from St Marks Square,,but I have no clue of the name. But, most of the really cute restaurants are too small for large tour groups. Mykonos - great beach island with excellent jewelery shops in town. We usually just take a local bus to one of the beaches..although taxis are also a decent option. Everything in Mykonos (a beach, a number of restaurants) is an easy walk from the pier unless you want to go to one of the outlying beaches; then get a taxi or rent a motorscooter from the waterfront.The town is easily explored on foot. Ephesus is one of the most amazing places on earth! You certainly want to take a tour for your first visit whether you use the cruise tour, or book an alternative on the internet. Dubrovnik is one of the places we have never visited (we were once scheduled but had to cancel when Dubrovnik was in the middle of a war) but we hear its absolutely beautiful. As to confidence, they have darn good wine and beer in all those ports. Drink enough and you will have confidence (smile). By the way, I do practice what I preach. We will be taking a cruise to Europe this spring and are going to spend 15 days driving in Italy. Now driving a car in Italy is one of life's great adventures. I have never figured out how the Italians can turn a narrow 2 lane road into a 3 lane road but it sure is fun.

6. All busses and trains in Europe are pickpocket heaven--as is the area around any major tourist attraction. Use a neck wallet or money belt under your clothes, and you'll be fine. Carry small amounts of money in a front or inside jacket pocket. Don't carry more money than you will need for the day. Lock the rest (along with your passport) in the safe at your hotel. Avoid crowds (impossible to do on public transportation, but try to get a seat or keep your back to the wall; stay away from the door: pickpockets like to get on and off fast...). If people--kids, for example, crowd around you--or act peculiar (a guy was crawling around my husband's feet on the Paris Metro as if he had dropped something and was trying to find it; my son realized that was a distraction while the guy's partner tried to go after my husband's wallet and warned my husband), figure they are pickpockets.

7. More great questons which really showcase how important it is to do your pre-trip homework. In our family we have lots of fun doing the pre-trip research (it almost seems to be an extension of the trip) and find that when we do our work we generally have no worries or concerns once we leave home for the trip. I agree with the other poster about Pireaus to Athens. There is a decent subway line, but the walk from the pier to the subway is a bit longer than advertised. If you like to walk, this is no problem. We have walked all over Athens and strolling from the base of the Acropolis (the park at the bottom) to the Plaka is a nice walk. Keep in mind that we have no problem walking a few miles during the day. If you cannot or don't want to walk, there are plenty of taxis. Athenian taxis can (and do) try to rip-off the unsuspecting. so make sure they turn on the meter. Getting back to the ship on the subway should be no problem. Be forewarned! This Pireaus to Athens line might win the prize for the most pickpockets on a single train. Just be cautious about protecting your purse...your safety will be fine. My wife usually takes a pretty large purse which has one of those zippers with two zips. She uses a large diaper pin to pin the two zippers together which foils any attempt by a pickpocket to simply unzip and reach inside. She also wears her purse across her shoulders (never over one shoulder). On years of traveling throughout Europe (and Asia) we have only had 3 attempts to pick our pockets/purses (Bologna, Arles, and Istanbul) and we stopped all 3. As to walking in Rome, we have always felt safe during the daytime (after dark you need to be street-wise just like you would in any city). The more you can walk in Rome, the better since that is the best way to get a good feel of the city. The amount of walking simply depends on your energy level. You can always get taxis or, in some cases, use the subway. The train from Naples to Pompeii is no more a pickpocket place than any street. This train line (its actually a private company called the Circumvesuviania) is the main transportation line from Naples to Sorrento and is used by many locals/commuters. Keep in mind that its a real hike (its all flat) from the Naples pier to the train station (I think a little more than a mile) so you might want to try and grab a taxi to the train station. We have had better luck getting taxis outside of the port area since many of the taxis that cue-up at the port are only looking for full day hires. I am not sure what you mean about "boat ride around Capri." To get to Capri, you would take a fast hydrofoil that goes from Naples to Capri in about 45 min. Capri is interesting, but you would need to allot at least 4 or 5 hours to make the trip worthwhile. On our first visit many years ago, we made the mistake of going to Pompeii in the morning and than Capri in the afternoon. This did not leave us nearly enough time to fully enjoy Capri...which we have grown to like on subsequent trips. KC, there is no escaping the problem that you will have to make choices....you will not be able to do it all on one trip. I would not recommend the "resort thing" on any of the Greek Islands. Enjoy the main towns (always near the cruise ship) and just go to the better public beaches. On Mykonos many of the beaches have facilities (chairs, umbrellas, food, rest rooms). I hesitate to recommend any particular beach because we have only been on two. However, during the season you will find that this island has more than enough people to fill many of the beaches. You can find good info about Mykonos on many different websites (some even have pictures of the beaches). We do lots of research on the internet (even for places we know well) and print-out the best stuff to take on our trips. Its also useful to spend some time at a large bookstore (like Borders) where you can read through lots of guide books and take notes (this is actually fun). As to the "getting lost" problem, I suggest you figure out your way back as soon as you arrive anywhere rather than waiting until the last minute to panic. For example, when we take the train to Rome from Civatavecchia, we will double check the return schedule as soon as we arrive in Rome and will have our return ticket before we leave the station (usually we buy "same day return" ((round trip))). You can use the internet to get the latest info on public transportation fares. Remember that if you use a train in Europe you need to "validate" your ticket before you get on the train. This is done by putting your ticket in a little machine (on or near the platform) where it is date stamped. We would never take the last train.. but would normally return to the port about 1 1/2 hours before the ship is due to depart. If you are in a port where you want to venture pretty far from the ship, go to your furthest point first.. and than return a bit early and spend the last hour exploring the area within walking distance of the ship.

8. A few other points re "trying things on your own" vs shorexes (= ship's tours) that I haven't seen mentioned on this thread and that are worth considering:

1) the length of the shorex as described by the ship is not the amount of time you actually get to see things - the longer the scheduled trip, the more bathroom stops and, of course, the larger the vehicle you're travelling in , the more people there are to use the facilities (why is it that people going on bus trips load up on coffee before leaving the ship and then again, every chance they get while on the tour?). Be prepared to spend part of your tour time lined up to get into the toilets and/or hanging around in areas that aren't very interesting (eg. highway rest stops) waiting for others to do so

2) don't reject a tour that interests you because of one stop that doesn't - instead, do your research and find out what else is close by that you could see while the tour group is (an example only - don't take my head off) in the church or museum that doesn't "grab" you - or use the time to have a relaxing drink and people watch 

3) similarly, just because lunch is included in a tour doesn't mean you have to stay with the crowd and eat it - if you are on an all day tour, and/or are not a "lunch" person, you may prefer to just grab a snack and use the extra time to sightsee or shop on your own

** in the case of 2) and 3), just make sure you tell your guide your plans and confirm when and where you need to re-connect with the tour to continue on it and/or return to the ship

4) walk and use public transit - the former is excellent exercise after cruiseship meals and distances in many European towns and city centres are very short compared to those we're used to in suburban North America. When using either of these methods, you get to see and experience more of the "real" place from which you are insulated on regimented shorexes and when using private guides

5) we have always found local people to be friendly and helpful as long as we treat them with respect, are polite (learn to say at least please and thank you in the local language - AND USE THEM in every conversation), and have local currency. Even if the people don't speak English, they want to understand what you are trying to say and will pantomime directions, write down prices etc. 

Bottom line, reiterating what others on this thread have said: sometimes a shorex is the right choice and sometimes (in my opinion, usually) it makes more sense to sightsee on your own so you can spend the time seeing and doing what interests you - but don't limit yourself to shorexes only because you are afraid to try things on your own - remember - the difference between an ordeal and an adventure is your attitude toward it!

9. Over the years we have noticed that taxis (particularly in Italy) will often refuse to take short fares...in favor of holding out for a full day hire. This is particularly true in Livorno. When it comes to these full-day hires, everything is negotiable. Taxi drivers can be great guides (and even friends) or they can be total jerks (most fall somewhere in between). If you want a guide as well as a driver, make sure your driver speaks enough English (it that's your language) to add some color to the day. On the other hand, if you just want someone to get your from point A to point B and wait for you to go to point C, than you may not have to be very choosy. If its hot, make sure the taxi has AC and that the driver is willing to use it! There was a time when you could hire a taxi for a full day for about $200. Those days are long gone and I have heard of some folks paying outrageous amounts for a full day (sometimes far more than $500). Personally, we generally prefer to rent a car (generally about $100 per day), but this is not for everybody.

10. As to Istanbul, the ships dock right across the Galata Bridge from the main tourist sites. Its actually possible to walk from the ships into the center of town, but its a hike best left to those who love to stroll a couple of miles (me). A taxi can take you from ship to any attraction in a few minutes (make sure they run the meter and take the direct routes). Istanbul is a wonderful tourist city because nearly all the major tourist attractions are within an area that is less than a mile square. Its possible to go to Topkapi, Blue Mosque, Aya Sofia, Covered Bazaar and Spice Market all on foot with no guide or driver. Of course it helps to have a local map (free from the tourist office) and a guide book to explain the sites. Beware that the Covered Bazzar is closed on Sundays and Saturday afternoons, and Topkapi is closed on Mondays (it used to be on Mondays but you should check the current schedule). If you are in Istanbul on a day when Topkapi is closed to the general public it is likely that your cruise ship will have a tour that can get partial access on the closed day. As to Istanbul, the ships dock right across the Galata Bridge from the main tourist sites. Its actually possible to walk from the ships into the center of town, but its a hike best left to those who love to stroll a couple of miles (me). A taxi can take you from ship to any attraction in a few minutes (make sure they run the meter and take the direct routes). Istanbul is a wonderful tourist city because nearly all the major tourist attractions are within an area that is less than a mile square. Its possible to go to Topkapi, Blue Mosque, Aya Sofia, Covered Bazaar and Spice Market all on foot with no guide or driver. Of course it helps to have a local map (free from the tourist office) and a guide book to explain the sites. Beware that the Covered Bazzar is closed on Sundays and Saturday afternoons, and Topkapi is closed on Mondays (it used to be on Mondays but you should check the current schedule). If you are in Istanbul on a day when Topkapi is closed to the general public it is likely that your cruise ship will have a tour that can get partial access on the closed day.

11. Just a few notes:
Prescription medicine - if vital find all you can about getting re-fills abroad (hint: avoid the necessity of doing so), and check that carrying a certain amount on your person will be allowed (certain pain-killers...) Do bring a copy of the presciption, and carry it with you...also, many 'common remedy' non- prescription medicines available in most supermarkets etc... in the USA, may not be sold in the same type in Europe...there is always the ship's doctor...
ATMs - do be careful about using them, be aware of people or simple things like a bicycle parked near one (they've been found with cameras mounted to flim...), every tourist season is always marked by problems of illegal scanning...I try to always use a bank one (outside the bank) during its opening hours and avoid weekends. Also, it is always safer to use one with another trusted person present (discourages someone running by and snatching the money).
Pedestrian crossings - be aware that while it is obligatory by law, vehicles may not really obey such, motor scooters and bicycles included. Often, they tend to speed up just a tat to discourage you. (In this case, I'm referring specifically to Italy).
Credit cards - Booths/stalls markets may not take them under a certain amount (some do). If trying to bargain a price, it is only fair that you indicate you will be paying with a credit card (especially if it's an amount under, perhaps 50 Euro). (hint pay in cash, there may be a better price where there are not fixed prices). If the amount is substantial, don't be offended if ID is requested, this protects you also! While it may be an additional expense (depending on contract with the creditcard company), it's not a bad idea to have the service of a call (if one has a cell phone that works in all places - another big question) whenever the card is used. It is a good idea to have an extra card for a backup).
Travellers cheques - not always welcome anymore in shops. The merchant (in Italy at least) has to pay a very high price to get them cashed, but may be obligated to take them if they also have American Express as a credit card. These are not to cancel out, but can better be exchanged at banks, or kept as a back up emergency fund.

Cellular phones - each will have to look into their own service and what each ship offers while navigating...(and does one REALLY HAVE to communicate all that often? If so, there will be an expense). Check into phone cards for the few public phones now operating in Europe.
It may cost less to call from shore.
Computer service - often slow on ship, on land may be quicker, but always be careful of rates!
Always investigate holidays where one is going ashore. The museum might just be closed!

12. Here are a few of my tips:

#1 - the larger cities have great public transit...for 9 euros you can get to Rome from the Port and use all of the subways and buses. Then explore on your own or book a walking tour with a small company. A savings of over 100 euros. 

#2 - as other posters have noted, take the time to enjoy a coffee, drink or lunch. You will soak up the atmosphere and feel recharged. Ironically, we had a great cheap beer at the one of the outlet malls outside of Florence! The cafe was beautiful and you could see the surrounding countryside from the caffe. It was a pleasant way to pass the afternoon especially as two of us were suffering from severe colds. Nonetheless we felt better afterwards
12. This may seem obvious, but be aware that warning sings are not always in you language for certain places - often 'Danger' may be a big exclamation mark, with something written in the local language. Use common sense (in many places this is expected of visitors) and don't go climbing around, or allow children to do so just because there is no sign, or you didn't see/understand it...
Example (sad but true): The City walls (Le Mura) of Lucca (Tuscany/Italy)...There are such signs, for now only in Italian, on all ramps that lead up - every year some tourist (or Italian school trip student) manages to fall off - about a 7 to 10 meter drop, at times has been fatal. There is a wide strip of grass on the ramparts that just seem to attract people, it takes very little to get too close to the edge and slip off. Just a few days ago, a 14 year old American tourist did just that (serious, but should do ok), while with parents and other kids (cousins) who were running on this strip...
...Many places are to be considered monuments, like the walls of Lucca, that are part of Italy's artistic/historical patrimony - should all be fenced in, ruining the historical aspect or...should visitors use just a little more common sense and not put themselves in danger, or allow minors to do so? If it's a long drop to the bottom of anywhere (Grand Canyon included) - don't get too close to the edge.

13. 

